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Lale coufd |:|I:|'-'\€ turmed oot vy diﬁqumﬂy For Chris Folaus.

I a8, when the shy, broke, 2 1-vear-old, ex-pizza boy dropped out
l:l__[ Gwrmz Tech and merved into the spare bedroom of his gmnd:nﬂ!]wr'x
hewse in Roswell, few would have bet that Klaws was just vears away from
making his frrss LilTicn dollars, Luckily for Klaus, an [T executive named
Mo Boonan made that wager, selling his beloved BRW masing oot
mere than 20 gredit cards, and skipping 2 couple of morgage paymaents
an the Breokhaven house where he lived with his wife and three voung
kids in arder o finance Klaus vision: Internet Security Systems, one of
the At magor players in, wou guessed i Intermet security systems.

55 nquickly berame one of Atdanas most successhul 1T companies,
Hourishing as others evaporated into thin air like so many bursting
bubbles, Cher the next decade the company would grow to more than
000 emplovees, including BOO ab its Barfield Road headguarters, 1555
clicnits came te include nearly every major LLS, Bank, 21 aut of the country's
e 33 teleommunications companics and virwally all of Wall Streer,
ﬂ'-'C':II'Ji:I'H{ te Klaus, Last ,&.L:g\us:, IEM purchased Klaus' brainchild for
$1.3 billion—the fifth biggest purchase in Big Blucs 130-vear history,

These days Klaus, o 33-year-old whoss chensbic chesks make him
ApgEar cven younger, is hetting 2 sizeable chunk of thar payday on a
seeond life or, mose specifically, on Kaneva, which will compete with
Seennd Life, the wildly popular anline virtual universe, Whereas Second
Life elfers itz 7 milllon users the ability to guide their enline aliases (or
“wvatars™) through a fantasy world of people, aliens, dragens and whatnot,
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Kaneva offers a more, uin, realssi fake world Klaos intends for Kaneva—
Latin for blank canvas—to previde 2 3-10 altemative 1o Wel browsing, a
chance to surf the Internes using charssters whe esentialle walk from sie
to site, On Kaneva, users will wisi cach: EIE[‘I:TE" wirtuzl apariments to
watch videos or listen to misic, goote the mall l'l.d--.nllj-' with nther hot
young avarars and shop ar real-world stores, or drop By user-created
hangeouts’ for mene secializing with frieads dod stangers. Kaneva thinks
af isell as Second Life minus the dragone plus MySpace and 3 wach of
Yo Tube and, evenwally, even Amazon.com.

I a autshell: Klaus foresees a world in whizh 3.3, Kaneva-esque
browsing replaces the language: hased wemplate teptfied by Google. “)
think that in the long term, every Business could have it own 3-D
Intermet server,” Klaue says, "Wie're really at & point that looks like
14995, in the sense that the Weh server and the Browser were st
emerging, | chink that the 3.1 lirernet is just emerging and that there
will be thousands or millions of 313 worlds o visL”

Klaus abi[inr terminke such a mul[lmﬁliun-dﬂ“ﬂ wr can b traced
to his Father's decision to purchase » Commodare 64 personal computer
when Klaus was abmat 11, hack in his hametown of Sarasota. After he
tired of playing games, Klaus took to programming, He'd tvpe in the
script as his Father, a criminal-defense attormey, resd bim endless pages
of awembly code straight frem Byl magazine. Ineviably, 4 typo
managed 1o find its way in, which meant Klaus bad o deles bk oo the
program to find thae *1* that should have been a 0" COHTINUED, ..




Lt 1o il Wftraciions in the Yirdsal Warld
of Kanpya Include membar Lody Lick's
hame: Chrig Kiaag’ evaler; and Clud ATL.
Bedoa: The Cheistopher W, Klaes Meanced
Gompirtisg BuiliSng al Gaami Tech

- CONTINLED Sormehow, he was hooked.

Fast forward about seven years w1991 and & summicr internship at
the elite Lawrence Livermore Mational Labaratary, fust west of Oakland,
California. By now, the science-fiction-leving Georgia Tech incoming
frashman was thinking about the future of the Internet, even as the
World Wide Web was just being developed, When German hackers
began to breach the Lah, Klaus volunteered o create its virual nighe
watchman. T was kind of fascinated by computer security,” he sayvs,
"Even when | was like & or 7 years old, | was into chess and mental
chalfenges. | uess if you'ne learning asembby code, wou really got off on
that. Computer security fell into one of those spaces.”

As the Internet was only in its infancy, there was ne “Internet
Security for Dummies” to rely on, | stared Building some software that
would sean the nevwork looking for weaknesses and print a report,”
Flas recalls, It weald find machines that people weren't cven aware
of—you'd find printers and all sorts of crazy stuff [logeed onto the
labis system]. It was like doing the rounds of a building and finding all
the open doors and windows that were unlocked.”

Clver the next year, Klaus began posting his software for free on
online Bulletin boards, Then, with help from Moonan, whom he met
throaggh 8 mowtual friend, be started up Internet Secuzity Svstems, which
went from his grandmether's poker wble te offices in Atanta, Brusels and
Tokyo in less than three yvears, In 19948, the comnpany went puhfic, with
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share values nearly doubling from $22 o 540 an day one. Untl the stack
price later tumblad a bir, Klags and Moonan were hoth paper hillionaires.

Klzus' friends sav that while evergthing has changed For their old
buddy, nothing has changed sbout him, *Fve seen bim go from introvert o
really visionary to 2 mature young man with o family” says John Tmlay of
Imlay Investments, one of 1555 first backers. *Mow he's on his second Tife.
Whell, | shouldn's say second life—thats a competiton” As Klaus' old partner,
Tom Moonan, puts it ‘He's significantly e introverted. He's more
confident from a sogial perspective, bt he's the same guy ioside.”

Klaus, for example, still plays racquetball about once a weck,
though now he does so.on his own indoor court, in the plussize house
hetween Buckhead and Vinings where he lives with his wife and two
sons, 4 and 6. He no longer has time for sci-fi books, le sayvs, though
he accasionally |'|a|15:. out with his nclghbm;_ Its a different groug of
guys, though, than back in Sarasota. Like hip-hop producer Dallas
Austin, for example, who lives next door and has introduced him to the
likes of meh fellow hip-hop state o Lodacris and Sean Carrett, |
wouldn't say Ludacris and | are tight buddies or anvthing” Elaus
hedges, then adds: "*He's got a preuty amazing Parsche

Although Klaus' creation will evenmally constitute an alternative
LYErse, it l:||.n'\c'n|:|1,r resembles 1:||'|E_-,- a wirtual ghost town, More than
250,000 people have already joined the virtweal 3-D community, but at
any given time only about 50 0o 100 can be Found meandering arcand
its. public spaces. They chitchat (via instant mesenger) at the mall,
dance (at the click of & buton} ot the nightclib, or explore sech
hangouts ae the Pizzera, the Phantom Lair and Club RaB

Faneva undergoes a mapor cvalutionanys step overy few months, Klags
says, inching closer and closer to realine, The avatars, which comently lock
less like their owners and mare like square-jawed video game characters
(K laus’ own buffed-out eharacter resembles the secret alias of a superhera),
will ultimately “map wvour real-life avatar (e, vaur own body) Klas says
We're remeving the barriers to thinking vou're acting with actual people”
he explains. Crver the next month, usees will ke ahle to cxperiment with
different body sizes, more hair steles and a variety of Fecial structures.,
Perhaps Klaus' avatars cheeks will become more chembic, E\lg:luln"}r_
wsers will dress thetr characters by npening up their snline closet, rather
than clicking an icon within their inventany file

Kaneva has time to work oue such kinks. The wniverse i stil] in
beta lerm and won't go live for anather year or se In the meantime,
Klaus and 40 employees continee to lure real-world vendors online,
license the pladform for other uses and create virteal goodies enticing
for users to bust out real dollars. Klaus continues to fund the “omipany
on his own, though he saws he may mke oninvesiors acsome point,

Oince Faneva is up and mnning, 165 easy to imagine Klas NG o
to new challenges. Perhaps he will cetwmn o Georgia Tech, where he
showed up when it named its new computer center inchis Bonore—a thank
wioul for the 315 million he denated to the aniversity that he gt legst
t]‘l.enl'\ctir.a”y. still attends. Tve been an s long .'hrrak." b r.;|||gi||-5.
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